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From the Desk of Chairman

Mr. David Wong

Welcome to the first quarter edition of ASOCIO newsletter 2019.
The objectives of these quarterly reports are to ensure effective communications and
knowledge and quarterly news sharing amongst our members; and this is the second year
since the first quarterly newsletter was inaugurated in 2018.
I am also happy to announce that 2019 is the 35th year anniversary of ASOCIO, since the
inauguration of the regional association in 1984. The Board has agreed that it will be a year
long commemoration of this milestone culminating to a launch of the 35th Anniversary Coffee
Table Book in November 2019. Do look out for news and announcements on this.
On 26th March 2019, the Board convened its second Council meeting for 2019 via video
conferencing and a number of key decisions were made. I am delighted to announce that
Mr. John Choi from FKII (South Korea) has been appointed Deputy Chairman of ASOCIO for
2019-2020. John will assume the Deputy Chairman position in conjunction with his inherent
Vice Chairman position in the council. Welcome John to this new role!

ASOCIO E-NEWSLETTER Q1, 2019 // 3

For the past 3 months, ASOCIO had been busy coordinating the
Multilateral Trade Visit in Mandalay, Myanmar and I would like to
congratulate Myanmar Computer Industry Association (MCIA) for
their success in hosting this event. We look forward to more
collaborations with MCIA.Kindly take note of the next set signature
events in 2019 which include the June Plenary Meeting in
Singapore, August Smart City Summit in Bangkok and November
Digital Summit in Kuala Lumpur. We anticipate great interests and
participations in these events in particular the Smart City Summit in
Bangkok. I welcome all of you to these regional events which I am
confident will bring insights, experience sharing, cross border trade
opportunities and productive networking.
At this point, I would also like to announce the appointment of Mr.
Woon Tai Hai the new Secretary General effective 1st March 2019.
He will take over the baton from Mr. David Chang who has served
the association well and diligently for the past 5 years. We are
thankful of David’s contributions and wish him all the best in his
future endeavor. On behalf of the Board, I would like to welcome
Mr. Woon into ASOCIO and look forward to his support in bringing
the association to greater heights.
Hope you will enjoy reading this edition of the ASOCIO
e-Newsletter, as we endeavor to continue bringing you news and
other interesting articles. I look forward to seeing everyone again in
the next event in Singapore.
By Mr. David Wong Nan Fay
(Chairman, ASOCIO)
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49th ASOCIO
Council Meeting
March 26th, 2019 via Teleconference

Key Decisions
49th Council Meeting

1
2

Appointment
of Mr. John Choi
(South Korea)
as Deputy Chairman
(2019-2020).

Confirmation of
Plenary Meeting in
Singapore
and Smart City
Summit in Bangkok.

3
Approval of PIKOM hosting
ASOCIO Digital Summit
In November 2019 in
conjunction with PIKOM
Leadership Summit.

6
4
5

Appointment of
Membership
Committee
Chair Khun Bunrak
Appointment of
Award Committee
Chair Abudullah Kafi

Publication of
Coffee Table Book
commemorating
35th ASOCIO
anniversary.
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ASOCIO Multilateral Trade Visit
The ASOCIO Multilateral Trade Visit (MTV) was held in Mandalay, Myanmar from March 6 – 9, 2019.
This event was hosted by The Myanmar Computer Industry Association (MCIA) and the main
objective of this event is to encourage and promote greater cross-border trade and partnership
opportunities amongst the 24 economies in Asian and Oceanian region. ASOCIO also took the
opportunity to have a half day business planning session in Mandalay.
This MTV was a great success with more than 25 delegates from Thailand, Singapore, Taiwan,
Japan, Malaysia and Myanmar. His Excellency U Ye Lwin (Mayor of Mandalay) and senior executives
(former chairman and presidents) from MCIA were on hand to grace the opening ceremony of the
Smart City Conference including the Gala dinner.
ASOCIO 2-Year Business Plan deliberation sessions were held in Mandalay Myanmar on 7th March.
This session chartered the roadmap over the next 21 months for the regional association with some
immediate initiatives in furthering the objectives of cross border trades, collaborations and
exchange of insights.
Myanmar in particular Mandalay certainly has great opportunities especially in the ICT industries;
and ASOCIO look forward to more collaboration with Myanmar in future activities. ASOCIO once
again congratulate and thank MCIA for hosting such a successful event.
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ASOCIO Research Report
(Extract) - Cross-border
Talent Development & Collaboration
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Recommendations for
Cross-border Collaborations:

A. Inter-country Policies, Laws and Regulations:
1. Advocate ease of working visas and policies amongst
ASEAN countries and Asia Pacific region.

2. Advocate an alignment of government policies on the ICT certification,
training and tertiary qualifications.
3. Organise annual government-to-government summit addressing
the Human Resources and future talent development issues.

B. Standardization and Alignment:

1. Standardise ICT jobs designations, roles an functions across the
region allowing portability of talent across borders.
2. Create online collaborative learning and training portals that can be
accessed by all countries across the region including standardising
the certification process.
3. Conduct a regional ICT salary comparison study of the various levels from entry
to senior managers to better understand the inter-country gaps of
salary compensation.
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Recommendations for
Cross-border Collaborations:

C. Education and Training:

1. Introduce cross-border inter-varsities interns or exchange programs.
2. Organise collaborative regional talent events and fairs in major cities.
3. Identify key private sector training and certification companies from
respective countries and assist them in promoting across the region
focusing on economies that are most lacking in-demand ICT skills.

D. Funding:

1. Create a regional data and research agency to collect, manage and report on
the state of skills and talent including brain-drain out of the region.
2. Create a Human Resource Fund based on contributions by companies who
have cross-border business activities in the region and any certified

E. Governance:

1. Advocate strongly that ICT talents and Human Recources priorities must be
high on the agenda of all the Governments in he region and set up a regional
Talent Advisory Council (TAC) to advice on this agenda.
2. A realistic vision be developed to act as a beacon for direction and decision
of future initiatives ad programs.
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Upcoming ASOCIO Events

1. ASOCIO Plenary Meeting

Date: 18 - 20 June 2019
Host: SGTECH (Formerly SITF)
Location: Singapore
Website: http://www.sgtech.org.sg/

2. ASOCIO Smart City Summit

Date: 26 - 28 August 2019
Host: The Association of Thai ICT Industry (ATCI)
Location: Bangkok
Website: http://www.atci.or.th/index.php

ASOCIO: Asian-Asian-Oceanian Computing Industry Organization
Website: https://www.asocio.org
Email: enquiry@asocio.org
Please sign up and follow us closely at Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram.

