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Hello every one, 

Happy New Year 2017. I hope and pray that the New Year will bring good fortune to all of you.  
 
I feel very proud and honored to be elected as the Chairman of The Asian-Oceanian Computing 

Industry Organization (ASOCIO). I have been involved with this great organization for quite some 
time and had the great fortune to meet with the best minds of the Asian-Oceanian ICT industry.  
 
I would like to extend my gratitude to all the ASOCIO members for supporting me. I would also 

like to extend my gratitude to our Immediate Past Chairman Mr. Bunrak Saraggananda. I have 
learned many things from him. I also hope that you would support me the way you supported him.  
 

For more than three decades, ASOCIO has been playing a key role in shaping the ICT industry of 
the Asian and Oceanian region. Led by great visionaries, ASOCIO overcame many challenges and 
established itself as the best ICT platform in the region for exchanging and sharing knowledge and 

information and exploring new business opportunities. On this auspicious occasion, I pay my hom-

age to all those great leaders.  
 

Honorable members, we are now living in the age of Digital Economy. ICT disrupted the traditional commerce. Along with traditional shops 
and markets, businesses are selling their products and services through Internet to people in other countries as well. Our member economies 
are moving aggressively towards Digital Economy. In November last year, India banned its paper currencies and adopted digital currency. 

Immediately after the declaration, market of digital payment service providers increased rapidly.  
 
In other countries, significant amount people are doing transactions through their mobile phones and it is increasing rapidly. According to a 
survey conducted by Deloitte in 2015, checking bank balances and making online purchases are the most common mobile payment activities 

in Southeast Asia. Money transfer services are very popular in the Philippines. The survey also revealed that more consumers are willing to 
make payments in store using their mobile phones.  
 

Robust economic growth, rising middle class and a young tech-savvy population are major drivers of Digital Economy in Asia and Oceania 

region. According to a report from Forrester, mobile payment adoption in Southeast Asia will increase in the next five years due to rise in 
smartphone usage, pro-digital policies, improved digital infrastructure, and pro-digital youth.  

 
Observing these trends, ASOCIO decided to work with regional economic organizations to help its members to successfully address the 
challenges of digital economy.  

 
As the New Chairman, I shall strive to work more closely with our member economies thus, encouraging co-operation and collaboration 
between them and help them to make successful transitions toward Digital Economy.  

 
In this issue, we are presenting to you the newly formed ASOCIO AEC Digital Task Force. This task force will work on IoT, digital commerce 
and smart city.  
 

Once again, I thank you all for your support and I wish you all a very happy new year.  
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Recently, ASOCIO Plenary meeting 2017 was held in New Delhi, India from March 7 to March 8. The National 

Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) hosted the event.  

  

At the meeting, Dr. Truong Gia Binh of Vietnam Software and IT Services Association (VINASA) was appointed 

as Deputy Chairman and Mr. Kee Wong of Australian Information Industry Association (AIIA) was appointed as 

Co-opt Vice Chairman of ASOCIO. 

  

ASOCIO board announced that the next annual event of Multilateral Trade Visit (MTV) will take place in Ulaan-

baatar, Mongolia from June 14 to June 17. This event shall host by Mongolian Software Industry Association 

(MOSA) with the collaboration with Communications and Information Technology Authority (CITA). CITA is a 

task force under Prime Minister Office for ICT development planning. 

  

Besides that, the next ASOCIO annual event will be ASOCIO General Assembly & ICT Summit. This event will 

coincide with the World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT) 2017 of World Information Technology 

And Services Alliance (WITSA) in Chinese Taipei from September 10 to September 13. This event shall host by 

Information Service Industry Association of Chinese Taipei (CISA). Vision for WCIT 2017 is Asia D.O.T. 

(Digitalization, Opennes and TransforNation). 

  

The next day, ASOCIO Secretary General / Executive Director Workshop was held in the morning. The three 

hour workshop contained various sessions. Members shared their best practices. There were special discussions 

on government relationship and lobbying, member services and operations, cross border trade promotion, and 

revenue increase opportunities.  

  

Another session took place in the afternoon where NASSCOM talked about the Indian ICT industry, best     

practices and building successful outsourcing industries.  




